
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1845.] The Modem Jews. 329 

of concentrating, by means of railroads, the whole population 
of a country on a given point, to have on future invasions ? 
Considerations of self-interest and the mutual dependence of 
nations have also taught them not rashly to interrupt that 
commerce which is equally important to all parties. In the 
universal dissemination of the principles of free intercourse 
we look for that abolition of war, which we should consider 
to be purchased at too great a sacrifice, if it were brought 
about by subjecting, through another Holy Alliance or Euro- 
pean congress, all the minor states of the world to the arro- 
gance of England or the despotism of Russia. 
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4. Lecture on the Restoration of the Jews. By M. M. 
Noah. Delivered October 28th, 1844, in the Taber- 
nacle, New York City. 

A new and rapidly increasing interest in the affairs of the 
Jewish people has of late years pervaded Protestant Chris- 
tendom. Among the Jews themselves, too, our day reveals 
new elements of life, struggling to break the stupor of centu- 
ries. Some strange changes are taking place, also, in the 
external condition of this people. In one country, we be- 
hold revived against them a persecuting popish inquisition ; 
in another, an imperial edict is even now sending them, by 
hundreds of thousands, into exile ; in a third, — a Protes- 
tant country, too, — the long established policy of excluding 
them from political privileges altogether has withstood a 
bold onset from the liberal spirit of the age, and triumphed. 
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Our own land has recently witnessed the singular spectacle 
of Jews dictating to a Christian people, how the children of 
that people should be educated ; and forbidding to teach, or 
even name, Jesus Christ in the public schools. Meanwhile, 
the Protestant church, especially in Great Britain, is putting 
forth fresh energies, in widely extended missionary enter- 
prises, to win Israel to the acknowledgment of her Messiah, 
still looked for, though long since come, — perseveringly re- 
jected, yet the object of her fondest hopes. 

For the mere historian or ethnographer, for the philan- 
thropist, for any man of reflection and sensibility, the history 
and present condition of the Jews offer points of extraordi- 
nary, even of unparalleled, attraction. Their history is a 
history, if not of miracles, at least of well authenticated 
wonders. Their sacred books, if not inspired, certainly far 
surpass all other compositions of the ages which produced 
them, in the verisimilitude of what, unless divinely commu- 
nicated, must be fictitious ; in the purity and sublimity of their 
moral and theological conceptions ; in the correspondence 
of parts written at such widely separated periods, in divers 
countries, and by various men ; in the consistency of the 
whole with the subsequent progress of science and discov- 
ery ; and in their wonderful fitness, both intrinsically and 
by external evidence, to exert a mighty influence over the 
faith and practice of mankind. The sufferings of the Jews — 
whether the " wringing out of the dregs of a cup of trem- 
bling " from Jehovah, or not — have far exceeded all other 
experience, and the common measure of human endurance. 
Of continued distinct existence like theirs, in spite of a 
thousand efforts of self-styled Christians and of infidels, 
leagued together in the plenitude of earthly power to amal- 
gamate Jew and Gentile, or to root the former out, no other 
example can be found, except in miniature in their own early 
history, when, under Egyptian taskmasters, " the more 
they were afflicted, the more they grew and multiplied." 
For continuous ages, like the bush of Horeb, they " have 
burned with fire and have not been consumed." Whether 
the writings, to which both Jews and Christians now point as 
prophecies yet to be fulfilled, can be trusted as a picture of 
coming times, or not, certainly no one tolerably acquainted 
with their religious lore, and associating with them in the 
common intercourse of life, can fail to catch something of 
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their spirit of anticipation, and to watch with interest and 
awe the further developments of the Jews' strange history. 

But religious belief — the Jewish, even, and much more 
the Christian — heightens immeasurably the importance and 
the attractiveness of this wonderful theme. To the con- 
fiding student of the Bible, the Jews assume high dignity, 
and challenge earnest attention, as God's chosen, covenant 
people ; as the descendants of holy patriarchs, to whom Je- 
hovah spake "face to face, as a man speaketh unto his 
friend " ; as a nation long visibly led and governed, upheld, 
protected, and punished, by an almighty hand ; as a people 
whose ancient history, recorded by inspiration, expressly and 
clearly shows — what all uninspired annals leave to be faintly 
and uncertainly traced out by the dim light of human reason 
— the connection between every outward event and an unseen 
Providence ; as the special depositaries of divine communi- 
cations intended for all times and every people ; as that race, 
" of whom, as concerning the flesh, Christ came," and who, 
although they rejected and crucified the Saviour of the 
world, are themselves rejected and outcast, " scattered 
among all people, from the one end of the earth even unto 
the other," " to be a reproach and a proverb, a taunt and a 
curse, in all places " of their sojourn ; as still beloved of 
God in his covenant faithfulness, and " for the fathers' 
sake " : as still inheriting the prophetic benediction, " Curs- 
ed be every one that curseth thee, and blessed be he that 
blesseth thee " ; as yet to be " grafted again into their own 
olive-tree," the church of God ; and, as many believe, 
to be restored to that goodly land which was confirmed to 
them by oath before they were a nation ; which was taken 
from its original possessors to be given to them, when they 
were homeless pilgrims ; which is still theirs, twice exiled 
from it as they have been, — now for nearly eighteen hun- 
dred years, — and wonderfully kept from permanent oc- 
cupation by any Gentile people ; — in a word, as the stand- 
ing miracle of modern times, changing in themselves nature's 
most firmly established laws, without interfering with the har- 
mony that everywhere else prevails in convincing contrast. 
Such are the Jews in the eye of Christian faith. 

The first great fact which strikes the observer of this 
people, in their present state, is their dispersion throughout 
the world, while they are still a separate race, excepting 
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where, at the confines of their channel, they mingle enough 
with the surrounding waters to manifest that tendency to 
amalgamation, which characterizes all human kind, and in 
them is overborne only by some mysterious power opposing 
the diffusive force of the natural current. The narrative of 
their dispersion is necessarily involved at many points in 
great obscurity, which Jewish superstition and fondness for 
traditionary lore have served in no small degree to thicken. 
The agricultural life of the early Hebrews, as well as all the 
Mosaic institutions, opposed their mingling freely with other 
nations ; but it is not unlikely, that, in the days of King 
Solomon, many of them settled in Egypt. He " made 
affinity with Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and took Pharaoh's 
daughter to wife." Long amity between the two nations 
succeeded this alliance ; and Egypt became at length the 
resort of the Hebrews, for aid against their public enemies, 
and as an asylum from public and private dangers. 

It is not necessary to give even a brief summary of the 
events recorded in Scripture, such as the Babylonish captiv- 
ity, or of those narrated by profane historians, such as the 
conquests of Alexander the Great and the wars of his im- 
mediate successors, which tended to scatter many of the 
Jews among all the countries of the known world, even 
while the body of the nation still retained a distinct exist- 
ence in Palestine. We can cast only a passing glance on 
the history of their dispersion since the commencement of 
the Christian era. 

The government of the Idumean princes, beginning with 
that monster of cruelty, Herod the Great, was a fitting in- 
troduction to the drama which had its catastrophe in the 
utter destruction of Jerusalem and the final ruin of the nation. 
While the sword of persecution scattered abroad multitudes 
of Christian converts, who " went everywhere preaching 
the word," cruel tyranny and civil discord must have 
driven from Palestine many who were still Jews. When, 
at length, oppressed by Roman procurators, and denied 
the freedom of religious worship, the infuriated people rose 
in desperate revolt ; when, beleaguered by a merciless foe, 
whose progress to her walls had been marked by scenes 
of carnage that added new horrors even to Roman warfare, 
the Holy City was convulsed by intestine factions ; when 
rapine and butchery within the gates were the ordinary inter- 
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ludes of sanguinary conflict without ; when, under the name 
of " Saviours," desperate brigands held the city in posses- 
sion ; — all who were free to go, except the deluded, the 
stupefied, the maddened, the plunderers, or such as de- 
lighted in scenes of violence and blood, must have fled far 
from the devoted precincts by every offered door of es^ 
cape. Before Jerusalem was invested, multitudes, made 
prisoners in various parts of the Holy Land by Vespasian and 
Titus, were sold into slavery. Still greater numbers avoided 
captivity and the sword by flight. Upon the destruction of 
the city, seventy-seven thousand were driven away into de- 
grading servitude, or sent to fight as gladiators in the differ- 
ent provinces of the empire. The fall of Jerusalem and 
the cruel fate of its inhabitants were a signal for the persecu- 
tion and massacre of their countrymen in many Eastern 
cities. The Greeks and Syrians everywhere conspired 
against them, as a common enemy ; and within the next cen- 
tury, beginning with the reign of Trajan, these cruelties oc- 
casioned several revolts of the Jews, attended at times with 
great success against their enemies, but uniformly ending in 
overwhelming disaster to themselves. The accounts given 
of the numbers slain are almost incredible ; and the slave- 
marts of the empire were glutted with the wretched cap- 
tives, — doubtless of little estimation in the market, so nu- 
merous were they, and so intractable to Gentile masters. 

The eastern countries of Europe probably received their 
earliest Hebrew settlers as voluntary emigrants from Asia, 
before the subjugation of Judea by the Romans. At an equal- 
ly early period, Western Europe may have received a few of 
the same character, through Africa and Spain, and by other 
routes. Some, no doubt, fled far to the West, both by sea 
and land, to find refuge from the horrors that thickened upon 
them in their own country and in many other parts of the 
East, after the time of the Roman invasion. But the cap- 
tives known to have been transported to the occidental parts 
of the empire, and to Italy in particular, by Pompey, Ves- 
pasian, Titus, and Hadrian, were numerous enough to estab- 
lish the race in all the West. It has been a common arti- 
fice with the Jewish historians, to date the settlement of their 
people in Christian countries at a very early period, — from 
the time even of Solomon or the Babylonish captivity, — in 
order to make it appear, that they had nothing to do with the 
29* 



334 The Modem Jews. [April, 

crucifixion of Jesus Christ, and so to escape odium and per- 
secution. Thus, the Spanish rabbins, deprecating the intoler- 
ance of Ferdinand the Catholic and his clergy, asserted, that 
the Jews established a colony in Andalusia during Solomon's 
reign ; and that Spain became tributary to that monarch, and 
furnished the treasures with which he built the temple. Sim- 
ilar pretensions are made by the Jews in Germany and else- 
where ; and those of Worms actually obtained extraordinary 
privileges, under the pretence that their Sanhedrim wrote to 
the king of Judea, dissuading him from putting Christ to 
death. It is certain, that there were Jews in Treves and 
Cologne as early as the reign of Hadrian ; yet, during several 
succeeding centuries, their number in the whole of Germany, 
which was peopled by tribes still barbarous, was quite small. 
Mohammedan persecution in the East drove multitudes of 
them thence, in the tenth and eleventh centuries, who joined 
their countrymen in Germany, Hungary, and Poland, where 
they are now more numerous than in any other states of 
Europe. Before the middle of the fifth century, when they 
became established in considerable numbers in France, there 
had been but few in that kingdom. Not until a still later pe- 
riod were many found in Great Britain. 

To America, North and South, they have emigrated 
with the other settlers from almost every country of Europe. 
The exact time at which the first arrived cannot be ascer- 
tained ; but within a very few years after the discovery of 
the New World, we find them in the Spanish colonies ; and, 
as early as 1605, an edict from France directed their expul- 
sion from the French American settlements. In 1639, 
David Nasci, a Portuguese Jew, and a native of Brazil, ob- 
tained permission from the Dutch West India Company to 
form a Jewish colony in the island of Cayenne, with the as- 
surance of full civil and religious liberty to the settlers. On 
the conquest of this island by the French, in 1664, Nasci 
and his followers retired to Surinam, then belonging to the 
English, under whose sway, and afterwards under that of 
Holland, they continued to enjoy every privilege, and soon 
became a numerous and flourishing community. The Jews 
were early settled in Jamaica, and there, under laws for the 
most part equal, though they were excluded from filling any 
post under government, they have increased and prospered.* 

* Hannah Adams's History of the Jews, ch. xxxiv. 
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The first who settled in the United States are said to have 
been Spaniards and Portuguese, who fled from the inquisi- 
tion to the Dutch colony of New Amsterdam. To South 
Carolina the Jews came long before the Revolution, being 
German, English, and Portuguese emigrants ; and they are 
now more numerous there than in any other Southern State. 
To Georgia a few came over in 1733, soon after General 
Oglethorpe. In Virginia we find them before the year 
1780. The Jews of this country are as mixed a people as 
those among whom they dwell, and much less disposed than 
the latter to forget petty differences, real or imaginary, in 
family or caste, among themselves ; and therefore not so 
rapidly assuming a homogeneous aspect. 

The present number of the Jews throughout the world 
has been variously stated ; and, in respect to most coun- 
tries, there are no sufficient data for the estimate. The 
difficulty of the subject will be understood best from a 
few examples. The Jews of European Russia, exclu- 
sive of Poland, says Judge Noah,* are, as we learn from 
an accurate census, 200,000 in number. Mr. Moritz, a 
converted Jew, residing, as a missionary to his own people, 
at Dantzic, estimates ihem at 2,000,000. The Jews of 
Tunis were numbered not many years ago, in the Weimar 
"Geographical Ephemerides," at 130,000; subsequently, 
by Messrs. Nicolayson and Farman, who visited that coun- 
try, at 60,000. Late Scottish missionaries to the Jews 
were informed by a rabbi at Galatz, a town of only 5,000 in- 
habitants in Moldavia, that his countrymen there numbered 
but 500, while the British consul thought there were 2,000 ; 
Some have estimated those in the United States at only 
15,000 ; others, at 50,000 ; while the Weimar " Epheme- 
rides ' ' puts down only 5 ,700 for the whole Western continent . 
The migratory disposition of the Jews, produced by exile 
and persecution, may account for some, but not the greater 
part, of these discrepancies. In countries where the civil 
authorities do not make the census, conjectural estimates 
only can be obtained. And those most interested in the in- 
quiry, the Jews themselves, seem often religiously opposed 
to " numbering the people" ; for which David was severely 
rebuked and punished, f The Rev. Isaac Leeser, " Pastor 

* See his Letter, dated June 18lh, 1844. 1 2 Samuel, xxiv. 
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of the Hebrew Portuguese Congregation of Philadelphia," 
in an article on " The Jews and their Religion," * has 
given, we suppose, the best information respecting his people 
in that city, which he possesses ; yet he only tells us, that 
" there are now three congregations in Philadelphia, number- 
ing from 1,500 to 1,800 souls." 

At several periods of their history, the Jews have greatly 
decreased in numbers ; but for the last few centuries, com- 
parative exemption from persecution has favored their in- 
crease, which has always been promoted by a creed enjoin- 
ing marriage, and early marriage, as a religious duty. Dif- 
ferent estimates of their present aggregate number have va- 
ried from about three to fifteen millions. From six or seven 
millions, however, the most trustworthy estimates do not 
greatly differ. " Of the two and a half tribes, Judah and 
Benjamin, and half Manasseh, I compute the number in ev- 
ery part of the world," says Judge Noah, " as exceeding six 
millions. Of the missing nine and a half tribes, f part of 
which are in Turkey, China, Hindostan, Persia, and on 
this continent, J it is impossible to ascertain the numerical 
force." § 

No estimate can be formed of the number of Jews re- 
siding in Roman Catholic countries, particularly in Spain and 
Portugal, who conceal their religion under a Christian garb ; 
probably, there are several hundred thousand of them. The 

* Rupp's History of Religious Denominations in the United States. 

t Commonly denominated the " Ten Tribes." 

t Judge Noah believes the American Indians to be of Israelitish descent. 

§ The following particulars — among which those known to be substan- 
tially accurate are in italics — probably come as near to the truth as it is 
possible to approach it. Conjecture must be used in respect even to some of 
the states of Europe ; and the estimate becomes more and more uncertain 
as we pass into Asia and Africa. 

United States, 35,000 ; America, 75,000. Russia and Russian Poland, 
1,700,000; Sweden, 1,250; Prussia, 194,588 ; Denmark, 6,000 ; Germany, 
145,000 ; Holland and Belgium, 80,000 ; Great Britain and Ireland, 30,000 ; 
Austria, 453,524; Switzerland, 2,000; France, 80,000 ; Turkey (in Europe), 
325,000 ; Italy, 200,000 ; Gibraltar, 2,000 ; Portugal, 1,000 ; Ionian Isles, 
8,000; Europe, 3,228,362. Palestine, 12,000 ; Asia, 3,000,000. Africa, 
500,000. Total, 6,803,362. 

The Jewish population of different cities is nearly as follows: New 
York, 12,000; Philadelphia, 2,500; Baltimore, 1,800; Charleston, 1,500 
London, 20,000 ; Amsterdam, 25,000 ; Hamburg, 9,000 ; Berlin, 5,000; 
Cracow, 20,000; Warsaw, 30,000; Rome, 6,000 ; Leghorn, 10,000 ; Con- 
stantinople, 80,000 ; Smyrna, 9,000; Jerusalem, 6000; Hebron, 800; Ti- 
berias, 1,000; Saphet, 1,800. 
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numbers given for Asia and Africa certainly fall short of the 
truth. They are powerful in Persia and the countries upon 
the Indian ocean, in China, and on the borders of Tartary. 
Black Jews are found in Abyssinia, Ethiopia, and Hindos- 
tan. They have a congregation in Calcutta, and are quite 
numerous on the coast of Malabar ; where they speak of 
brethren residing in Northern India, Tartary, and China. 

The external condition of the Jews, since the destruction 
of their city and temple and their final dispersion, could not 
be more strikingly depicted than it is, in a few words, in their 
own Scriptures. " The Lortl shall scatter thee among all 
people, from the one end of the earth even unto the other." 
" I will deliver them to be removed into all the kingdoms of 
the earth for their hurt, and to be a reproach and a proverb, 
a taunt and a curse, in all places whither I shall drive them." 
" Among these nations shalt thou find no ease, neither shall 
the sole of thy foot have rest ; but the Lord shall give thee 
there a trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and sorrow of 
mind ; and thy life shall hang in doubt before thee ; and thou 
shalt fear day and night, and shalt have none assurance of thy 
life."* At no period of their dispersion has their general 
political condition been more prosperous than it is now ; but 
to regard them as an emancipated people, we must shut our 
eyes upon all but a few of the smallest portions of the race. 
In Mohammedan and pagan countries, the advance of civili- 
zation, comparatively small in itself, has wrought still less 
change for centuries in the situation of the Jews. State 
policy, or the native energy of an indomitable race, has 
sometimes raised them in such countries to places of outward 
respect, of influence and official power ; and, for the most 
part, they are suffered to live nominally free, and to pursue the 
ordinary avocations of life. 

Since the last conquest of Constantinople, Turkish policy 
has inclined to tolerate the Jews ; and the consequence has 
been a great increase of their numbers in that city. They are 
often bankers for the grandees, and custom, acquiring the force 
of law, has established them as collectors of the customs 
and purveyors for the seraglio. Their taxes are not greater 
than those paid by other races in a similar condition. " The 
Jews," says Judge Noah, " are at this day the most influen- 

* Deuteronomy xxviii. 64, 65, 66 ; Jeremiah xxiv. 9. 
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tial persons connected with the commerce and monetary 
affairs of Turkey, and enjoy important privileges ; but hith- 
erto they have had no protecting influence." Where all 
rights are precarious, the privileges of the Jews especially 
have been the sport of despotic power. Mussulmen and 
idolaters alike, from the cradle, are almost universally taught 
to regard the Israelites as the vilest of mankind, or as a link 
between man and brute, — accursed of Heaven, and the law- 
ful sport or prey of any one who has the small share of har- 
dihood required to mock them, or to exact their property or 
service. They are the common objects of popular malice 
and superstition, and, whenever money may probably be 
extorted, of persecution and rapacity under the garb of office. 
Throughout the East, Jew is a name of reproach far viler 
than Christian dog. Dr. Wolff writes in his Journal, 
" We pitched our tents at Arass. A dervis flogged his 
ass, and called him Yehudi (Jew)." In Turkey, politeness 
requires a passing apology, whenever, in conversation, cer- 
tain unclean animals are mentioned ; as, " I beg pardon, a 
swine" ; and so a Turk will sometimes say, " I beg pardon, 
a Jew." In some countries, the Jews are required to wear 
a prescribed badge, which is a blue slipper in Constantinople, 
and a black one in the empire of Morocco. Lieutenant 
Conolly, an English military man, who visited the holy city 
of Meshed in 1830, says, " The Jews may not pass the pale 
of the sanctuary, neither may they put foot within the 
college squares in which good men are buried ; on their 
clothes, however new, they must wear a patch at the breast ; 
their caps must not be of the same form as those worn by 
true believers ; and they dare not return abuse, much less a 
blow, given by a Mahometan, so that even children of the 
faithful race throw stones and dirt at them in the streets, un- 
checked by their parents, who think it a very meritorious act 
to worry the soul of a Jew." It was only in 1816, that the 
king of Sardinia allowed the Jews in his dominions to throw 
aside the badges formerly worn by them. 

The Moors seem to consider the Jews born to serve 
them and bear their wanton insults. The Moorish boys 
torment the Jewish children for pastime ; and the men, 
with impunity, maltreat the male adults, and take the grossest 
liberties with the females. In J 804, many of them were 
subjected to horrible tortures in Algiers, merely because 
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they had unsuspiciously lent money to certain political con- 
spirators ; and they were not released till they had paid an 
exorbitant ransom. In 1827, the Dey extorted from a rich 
Jew, by throwing him on some pretence into prison, 500,000 
Spanish dollars. But the French occupation of Algiers has 
greatly improved the condition of this people in that country ; 
and, in consequence, their numbers have increased by im- 
migration. At Tripoli, some years ago, they were heavily 
mulcted for a drought ascribed to them. In Persia their 
condition is no better. Frequently, when they are assem- 
bled in their synagogue, a soldier from the Shah enters with 
an order for money, which must forthwith be paid. They 
are often compelled to work as slaves without remuneration ; 
and their women are unceremoniously taken from them, 
without their daring to murmur. Mr. Wolff was told by a 
Mohammedan in Mesopotamia, " Every house in Shiraz 
with a low, narrow entrance is a Jew's. Every coat much 
torn and mended is a Jew's. Every man with a dirty 
camel's-hair turban is a Jew. Every one picking up broken 
glass, and asking for old shoes and sandals, is a Jew " ; and 
he afterwards found this description fully confirmed. 

In Syria, the Jews are in a state of real servitude, and no 
change of masters has bettered their condition. Mohamme- 
dans and Christians alike hate and maltreat them ; and this 
hatred is heartily returned, as the latter find, whenever any 
circumstance gives their enemies a temporary advantage. 
When the Turkish succeeded the Egyptian troops in Damas- 
cus, a few years ago, they were stirred up by the Jews to 
persecute the Christians of every sect. When the Greeks 
rose against the Turks in 1822, the Jews eagerly joined 
against the Christians, especially in Constantinople ; while 
the Greeks, in revenge, murdered all the Jews on whom they 
could lay their hands. The Turks throughout Syria may 
compel the Jews to work without pay, and administer the 
bastinado if they refuse. The lowest fellaah will stop a Jew 
whom he meets travelling, and demand money, as a Mussul- 
man's right ; and such extortion the same individual some- 
times suffers several times a day. At Saphet, in 1834, 
many Jewish dwellings were plundered, and great cruelties 
inflicted to extort money. Indeed, throughout the East, 
the Jews are obliged to affect poverty, in order to conceal 
their wealth ; what is exposed to view is never safe from 
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Mohammedan rapacity. Though the great majority of those 
in Palestine are poor and dependent, some may be found 
there in comfortable circumstances, or even rich ; but their 
wealth appears to those only who gain their intimacy. Dr. 
Richardson, an English traveller, says, " In going to visit a 
respectable Jew in the Holy City, it is a common thing to 
pass to his house over a ruined foreground, and up an awk- 
ward outside stair, constructed of rough, unpolished stones, 
that totter under the foot ; but it improves as you^ascend, and 
at the top has a respectable appearance, as it ends in an 
agreeable platform in front of the house. On entering the 
house itself, it is found to be clean and well furnished ; 
the sofas are covered with Persian carpets, and the people 
seem happy to see you." The synagogues in Jerusalem 
are, from prudential motives, both small and mean. A Jew 
dares not set foot within the Holy Sepulchre. When, in 
1832, the Egyptian troops occupied Palestine, the Jews 
did not find their condition in the least improved. The 
common soldier made the best Jew sweep the streets, or 
perform any menial office. 

The accounts received four years ago, of grievous cruel- 
ties practised upon the Jews at Damascus and Rhodes, 
though they excited, especially in Great Britain, unusual 
sympathy, exhibited instances of suffering by no means 
extraordinary. In 1823, all the Jews of Damascus, suspect- 
ed of the crime of having wealth, were thrown into prison, 
and redeemed their lives only by an enormous payment. 
In February, 1840, Father Thomaso, a priest, who practis- 
ed medicine, disappeared, as well as his servant. Certain 
Turks and Greeks affirmed, that both had been seen in the 
Jewish quarter the evening before. A Jewish barber was 
at once seized, carried before the Pacha, and examined 
under the most dreadful tortures. For a while he protested 
utter ignorance ; but at length, in the extremity of his suffer- 
ing, at the suggestion of some Greeks standing by, he de- 
nounced the seven wealthiest men in the city ; declaring, that 
they had promised him eight hundred piastres, if he would 
sacrifice the priest, so that they might have his blood for the 
unleavened bread ; which he had refused to do. The 
Pacha, in a great rage, sent for the seven Jews, and subject- 
ed them, notwithstanding their protestations of innocence, 
to the bastinado and other extreme cruelties, keeping them 
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on their feet fifty hours, without food or sleep. He then 
sent for the three chief rabbins, and put them to the torture, 
requiring them to say if they used blood for the paschal 
bread. Of course, they denied the charge. The Pacha 
then sent to the college of children, put all the inmates in 
prison, loaded them with chains, forbade their parents to 
visit them, and fed them on a small allowance of bread and 
water, in hopes of thus extorting from the parents a confes- 
sion. A Jew who ventured to expostulate with the Pacha, 
and to represent the absurdity of such an accusation and such 
proceedings, was at once beaten to death. The Pacha 
then caused the houses of the accused to be razed to their 
foundations ; and finding no trace of the two persons who 
had disappeared, he threw the prisoners into a sewer beneath 
the palace. No longer able to endure such torments, they 
admitted the truth of the charge. One of them said the 
blood had been put into a bottle and committed to another of 
their number ; this one, however, denied all knowledge of it, 
until a thousand strokes with rods compelled him to say he 
had put the bottle into a certain closet. Of course, it could 
not be found ; but in the closet was a large sum of gold, 
which the Jew had vainly hoped would save him. Mean- 
time, an astrologer declared he had discovered by his art, 
that the accused were the murderers of the priest, and 
five others, whom he named, of the servant. Three of the 
latter fled before they could be apprehended. Some of the 
others embraced Islamism and were released. The French 
consul at Damascus was accused of being one of the chief 
instigators of these persecutions ; but other representatives 
of different European powers interfered, and the Jews of 
London sent a commission to remonstrate with the Sultan. 
Mehemet Ali soon issued orders forbidding further persecu- 
tion until the matter could be fairly investigated ; and when 
released from the fear of torture, those who had confessed 
retracted their admission, the barber declaring that they had 
threatened to torture him to death unless he confessed, and 
had promised him safety if he would denounce the murderers. 

In the island of Rhodes, about the same time, the Chris- 
tians accused the Jews of sacrificing a child ten years old. 
Here, again, certain European consuls were said to have 
been the instigators. Witnesses were found to affirm, that 
a Greek child had been seen following a Jew on the public 

vol. lx. — no. 127. 30 
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highway. The Jew was arrested, thrown into chains, and 
bastinadoed ; his nostrils were pierced with iron, heated 
stones placed on his head, and a heavy weight on his heart. 
His persecutors endeavoured to induce him to denounce the 
chief rabbi ; and, at last, he accused several Jews, though 
not the rabbi. As many of these as could be found were 
seized, and subjected to similar tortures, under which seven 
persons suffered until almost deprived of life. The accus- 
ed, or some of them, were afterwards taken to Constantino- 
ple for trial, and their innocence fully established ; and the 
Jewish commission from London, with others who interest- 
ed themselves for the persecuted people, succeeded in ob- 
taining a firman, dated Nov. 6th, 1840, putting an end to 
these cruelties both in Damascus and the island of Rhodes, 
and declaring that the Jews should be protected, and should 
enjoy the same rights as other nations dependent on the 
Porte. 

These accumulated statements of cruelties practised upon 
the Jews, especially in Mohammedan countries, if taken by 
themselves, would undoubtedly give an exaggerated idea 
of their sufferings. It must be recollected, that vast num- 
bers of them are too poor in reality, and many others too 
poor in appearance, to tempt cupidity ; that their oppres- 
sors treat them with some degree of leniency, as they do the 
brutes subjected to their service, from motives of self-inter- 
est ; that the rulers often protect them from the malice of 
the people, in order that their own revenues may not suffer ; 
that the natural feelings of humanity, quite extinct in no 
human breast, unnerve the arm of persecution ; and that the 
necessary influence and ready artifices of a race preeminent- 
ly shrewd and intelligent save them from many imminent 
perils. 

The darkest pages of history are those which exhibit 
Christianity, so called, as a persecuting religion. Before 
the epoch of the Reformation, bigotry, clothed with ec- 
clesiastical power, was generally leagued with political tyran- 
ny and popular malice to oppress and destroy the Jews. To 
attempt to convert them to the Christian faith without violence 
was considered by most Roman Catholics as a wholly chi- 
merical scheme, and the undoubted fact of their rejection by 
God, even more than the dreaded anathemas of the Church, 
seemed to place them beyond the pale of human sympathies. 
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Better prospects than at any period of their dispersion 
brightened before them with the dawn of the Reformation. 
The principles of that mighty change extended to all the 
interests of humanity, temporal as well as eternal ; and 
planted the seeds both of religious and political regeneration. 
The hearts of the Reformers were moved with compassion 
towards the ancient people of God ; and they advocated 
milder plans than those which had usually been adopted, to 
bring them over to the Christian faith. They discounte- 
nanced and condemned the system of wholesale plunder, 
from which, under the garb of zeal for the Catholic church, 
princes and prelates had for ages drawn a bloody revenue. 
But a period of lethargy among Christians in regard both to 
the civil and religious state of this people — a period of 
returning gloom — soon succeeded ; and the French Revolu- 
tion, itself one of the mighty effects of a reformation which 
necessarily emancipated human error and passion, at the 
same time with truth and reason, brought the first blessings 
of permanent civil freedom to any of the Jews bf Europe. 
Previously, however, in this country, where, indeed, there 
were but few of that nation to enjoy the boon, the Constitu- 
tion of the federal government had extended its equal rights 
to all but the colored race, without distinction of Jew or 
Gentile, Christian or infidel ; and still earlier, the same 
principles had prevailed in the policy of most of the individu- 
al States. The constitutions of Massachusetts,* Maryland,! 
and North Carolina f did, indeed, require belief in the Chris- 
tian religion as a qualification for public office ; but they left 
open to Jew as well as Christian every other field of competi- 
tion and enterprise. Even the first Hebrew settlers under 
the Dutch government of New Amsterdam were allowed 
to acquire a right in the soil ; and they were not deprived of 
this privilege, when the English succeeded to power. There 
is no country in the world, wbere the Jews, with political 
equality entire, as for the most part it is, enjoy so much free- 
dom from popular prejudice, suspicion, and annoyance, and 
all the ordinary trials of their exile, as in the United States. 
But we return to Europe. In the year 1 780, the Emper- 
or Joseph, sometimes called, on account of his liberal views 
and singular zeal for reformation, the "harbinger of the 

* Chap. VI., Art. 1. t Sect. 55. t Sect. 32. 
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French Revolution," as soon as he attained full dominion 
over the hereditary possessions of the House of Austria, 
relieved the Jews within his territory from many of their 
burdens. The infidel philosophers and politicians of that 
age at first opposed their emancipation, because of the Jews' 
testimony for the truth ; but as free principles advanced, or 
rather, when they had degenerated into a licentiousness that 
aimed at levelling all distinctions, such malice yielded to 
the policy of the day, and successive relaxations of the 
French laws, in 1784 and 1788, were followed, in 1790 and 
1791, by a decree of the National Assembly, in answer to 
memorials from the Jews, granting them the full rights of citi- 
zenship. Five years later, a similar enactment was made in 
Holland. 

The performance of Racine's tragedy of "Esther" is 
said to have excited Napoleon's sympathy for the Jews ; 
and he intended at once to improve their condition, and win 
them to his own interests. In 1806, their usurious practices 
led to complaint, and serious question, whether their rights, 
under the decree of 1791, should not be withdrawn. Where- 
upon, the emperor convened at Paris an assembly of the 
principal French Jews, to whom he proposed questions re- 
specting their opinions and practices, with measures for es- 
tablishing their brethren throughout the kingdom in honest 
and useful professions. The questions were answered, for 
the most part, to the satisfaction of the emperor ; and he 
called a grand sanhedrim of seventy-one members, to con- 
vert the doctrinal explanations of the first assembly into au- 
thoritative decrees ; hoping that the Jews out of the king- 
dom, also, would send representatives, and thus Paris would 
be made the centre of a powerful influence to unite and con- 
trol the Jews throughout the world. The sanhedrim as- 
sembled at Paris in 1807, — a truly venerable body. A few 
foreign deputies attended ; but its authority has never been 
recognized out of France, nor by all in that country ; where, 
however, it seems to have been productive of benefit, in 
turning many Jews from dishonest and sordid to respectable 
and useful employments. Indeed, the decrees of this as- 
sembly contained a submissive renunciation of many firm 
Judaic principles. They declared, that France was the only 
"fatherland " of the French Jews, that intermarriage with 
Christians was lawful, and that no trades were prohibited. 
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Nothing further was done for the Jews until 1831, when, 
to carry out the article of the charter of 1830, giving equal 
protection to all religious sects, under which Protestantism, 
as well as Roman Catholicism, had already been established, 
the French Chambers voted to support Judaism also ; and, 
in May last, a royal ordinance gave a complete organization 
to the Jews throughout the kingdom, dividing them, like the 
Protestants, into consistories, and making the consistory of 
Paris a central, superior assembly, regulating all the rest. 
They have, too, a sort of synod, composed of deputies from 
the whole kingdom ; for which the Protestants have in vain 
asked during the last forty years. At the head of the grand 
consistory is the chief rabbi, a " sort of pope of the French 
Jews." They received the ordinance of May with great 
pleasure, and addressed a letter of thanks to the minister of 
justice and worship. 

The emancipation of the Jews of Holland, in 1796, has 
been already noticed. Amsterdam contains nearly one third 
of ihe whole number of Dutch Jews. In some other parts 
of Europe, they have, within half a century, obtained equal 
rights, or an enlargement of their immunities. The German 
sovereigns have generally admitted them to almost every 
civil privilege ; the most important exceptions are the au- 
thorities of Lubeck, Bremen, and particularly Frankfort. 
Hamburg has very lately freed itself from further reproach, 
by a resolution of the burgesses, permitting the Jews, before 
restricted to a specified locality, to purchase real estate and 
reside in any part of the town or territory. The policy of 
Prussia — where, however, they cannot hold any public of- 
fice — has been especially liberal towards them ; and in that 
kingdom, during eighteen years, ending with 1840, the Jews 
increased thirty-four and three sevenths percent.; the Chris- 
tian population not quite twenty-eight per cent. ; the increase 
of each by immigration being about the same. In France, 
and in several other European states, where disabilities have 
been removed and privileges enlarged, the Jews have, at the 
same time, been brought under regulations not always so 
agreeable to them as was the ordinance of Louis Philippe. 
Thus, they have been subjected to military duty, in common 
with other citizens ; while, in some countries, the civil power 
has so far interfered with the synagogue worship as to secure 
order and decorum, to insure the proper qualification of the 
30 * 
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rabbins, and even to compel the use of a liturgy in the ver- 
nacular tongue. Such regulations, the Jews in Bavaria and 
Wurtemberg resisted, but were compelled at length to submit, 
their synagogues being closed until they yielded. In Prus- 
sia, they are compelled, if sufficiently numerous and wealthy 
in any district, to maintain schools of their own according to 
the general system ; otherwise, to send their children to the 
Christian schools. 

Strange to say, in England the Jews still suffer under 
grievous civil disabilities. In 1290, Edward the First ban- 
ished all in his kingdom, and seized on their property. The 
exclusion was so rigid and complete, that no traces of them 
in that country occur again till the period of the Common- 
wealth. Cromwell made an unsuccessful movement in their 
behalf ; and in his time they began to return in small num- 
bers. In the reigns of Charles the Second and James the 
Second, some privileges were granted them ; which, how- 
ever, were withdrawn after the Revolution of 1688. In 
1753, a bill was passed in parliament, not without virulent 
opposition, permitting Jews, who had been residents of Great 
Britain or Ireland three years, to be naturalized ; but so 
odious did the law prove to the nation at large, that the min- 
istry who had encouraged the enactment shrunk from its sup- 
port, and it was repealed at the very next session. From 
the pulpit generally, by the mercantile corporations, and by 
a bigoted populace, it was vehemently opposed. Dean 
Tucker, who, almost alone among the clergy, wrote decid- 
edly in favor of the naturalization of the Jews, was very 
roughly treated, and, by the people of Bristol, burnt in effigy 
in full canonicals, with his obnoxious writings. In May, 1830, 
on the back of the Roman Catholic emancipation act, another 
effort was made in parliament to emancipate the Jews ; but 
it was opposed by the ministry, and failed. In short, the 
decree of Edward the First has never been formally abro- 
gated ; and though several acts of parliament have recog- 
nized, and thus legalized, their presence in the kingdom, Eng- 
land, with all her boasting of Roman Catholic and negro 
emancipation, still treats native-born Jews as foreigners, ad- 
mitting them to few privileges but those of alien residents 
and traders. To a single inch of the soil they cannot obtain 
a title. 

We have seen it stated, within a short time, that the coun- 
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cil of state of Geneva lately refused a petition of the Jews 
for the free exercise of their worship. In this country, we 
have little conception of the feelings entertained towards 
them by the populace of most European states. Many 
prejudices and superstitions, which we regard as follies of 
the Dark Ages, there often seem still deeply rooted. In 
1818, they were expelled from Meiningen, in consequence 
of a persecuting spirit extending much beyond that duchy. 
" The desire of insulting the Jews," said a London paper, 
" seems as if it was spread all over Germany. Beginning 
at Wurtzburg, it has extended not only to Bamberg and 
Frankfort, but also to Darmstadt, Mentz, and Prague, where 
the Jews are very numerous. The watchword is ' Hep ! 
Hep ! ' (derived from the initial letters of Hierosolyma est 
perdita, — Jerusalem is lost) first raised by the German 
crusaders, in 1097," — who, it will be remembered, stained 
their good name by a murderous assault upon the Jews. In 
1830, the populace rose, both at Hamburg and Breslau, 
shouting, " Down with the Jews ! " and many of the rioters 
fell before they could be subdued. Four years later, a boy 
being found murdered near Neuenhafen, the Jews were ac- 
cused of having killed him, in order to use his blood for the 
paschal bread ; a neighbouring synagogue with all its furniture 
was destroyed, and many Jews suffered severely from per- 
sonal violence. The Jews of Baden were threatened with 
a popular persecution not many years ago, because one of 
them had slain a Christian antagonist in a duel. In Poland, 
they are said to be grievously maltreated by the Christians. 
In many German towns, great jealousy prevails against 
them among the mercantile classes ; and the members of 
the trades-unions refuse to work or associate with them. 
Throughout Hanover, and in Hamburg, Lubeck, Bremen, 
Frankfort, and even in Amsterdam, this spirit is said to pre- 
vail. The senate of Lubeck passed an act, in 1818, for- 
bidding Christians to transact business with Jews, or to live 
with them as servants or clerks, on penalty of fine and im- 
prisonment. 

In Russia, and in some parts of Germany, they are sub- 
jected to many petty and vexatious exactions. The present 
emperor, Nicholas, on his accession to the throne, banished 
them from St. Petersburg, where they are not now per- 
mitted to sojourn more than a week without renewed pass- 
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ports. The Jews in Russian Poland have lately been sub- 
jected to military service ; and to the soldier's oath the gov- 
ernment has added, for Israelitish recruits, the following 
clause : " I swear to be faithful to my standard, and never 
desert it, even should the Messiah come upon earth." About 
two years ago, an imperial ukase commanded all the Russian 
Polish Jews to remove fifty versts — about thirty-three 
miles — from the frontier, within a limited time ; under 
which order, it is said, 500,000 must leave their homes. 
The revocation of this decree, announced in the newspapers, 
seems not to have been obtained, though strong efforts were 
made for it. A still later act of the Russian council of 
state, approved by the autocrat, orders that no synagogue or 
Jewish school shall henceforth be erected within six hundred 
feet of any Russian Greek church. 

The Sardinian laws respecting the Jews, though tolerating 
their presence in the kingdom, are very stringent. When 
the king, in 1816, dispensed with the Jewish badge, he de- 
prived them, at the same time, of the power to hold real 
estate, ordering what they had to be sold within five years. 
Little better off are they in several other Italian states. 
The inquisition at Ancona, by an edict of June 24th, 1843, 
revived against them, within its jurisdiction, previous de- 
crees, forbidding them to employ Christian domestics ; to 
sleep out of their Ghetto,* or induce Christians to sleep within 
it ; to visit familiarly Christian houses ; or to hold any perma- 
nent or funded property, — what they bad being required to 
be sold, bona fide, within three months. In the States of 
the Church, they pay a heavy tribute for the degree of tol- 
eration enjoyed. Mr. Whyte, one of the Glasgow ministers 
whose lectures are mentioned at the head of this article, thus 
describes, from personal observation, in 1834, the ceremony, 
still annually repeated, with which the Jews of Rome are 
required to petition for another year's sufferance. 

" The palace where we assembled, a part of which is the 
foundation of the ancient Roman treasury, stands on the Capitol, 
the most celebrated of the seven hills of the Eternal City. At 
one end of its most spacious hall there sat enthroned the senator 
of Rome, the highest civil magistrate. Before him kneeled four 
venerable rabbis, dressed in the attire of their highest and holi- 
est festivals ; there seemed to settle down upon their expressive 

* The Ghetto is the quarter assigned exclusively to the Jews. 
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countenances the melancholy of felt humiliation, mingling with 
conscious dignity, while the oldest of them read, on bended 
knees, a petition couched in the humblest terms, and pleading 
that the Jews might be allowed to remain another year in Rome. 
Rising with the pride of delegated authority, and with a look of 
tyranny, the senator read a letter from the pope, in which he 
condescended to prolong the stay of God's ancient people for 
another year in Rome, provided their conduct should be submis- 
sive and orderly, and on condition that they should pay a certain 
sum as tribute money. Before leaving the posture of suppliants, 
the venerable four presented each a bunch of flowers to the 
senator, — I suppose in token of their gratitude, and as a pledge 
that the tribute would be forthcoming. That very day the sum 
was paid, and the week after it was expended on the races of 'the 
Carnival ; where it is difficult to say whether cruelty or folly 
predominates. During the Middle Ages, the pope used, on the 
occasion above alluded to, to place his foot upon the necks of the 
rabbis ; but although this revolting ceremony has fled before 
the light of the nineteenth century, still the Jews are confined 
within a walled inclosure, in the filthiest part of the city, on the 
banks of the Tiber ; sentinels are stationed at the two gates, and 
none of them must be seen upon the streets after ten o'clock at 
night, and before a certain hour in the morning." — pp. 194, 195. 

Mr. Ridley H. Herschell, a converted Jew of London, 
where he now edits the "Voice of Israel," adds to the par- 
ticulars given by Mr. Whyte, the fact, that the annual tribute 
is, by compulsion, paid on the Jewish Sabbath, a day which 
the Jews consider profaned by the receipt or payment of 
money ; that it is presented in the form of a promissory note 
in a bouquet of flowers, which may explain part of the former 
description ; and that, when he witnessed the ceremonial, the 
payment was " followed by a contemptuous command to 
' Begone,' " on which he heard severe comments among the 
Roman Catholic spectators. He also mentions, that the 
Jews of Rome are obliged, at each Carnival, to compound, 
by another payment, " for the obligation to find so many Jews 
to run a race in the Corso." 

In Tuscany, as also throughout the portion of Italy be- 
longing to Austria, the Jews experience much better treat- 
ment. Those of Leghorn are said to have the largest for- 
tunes in the country, and the finest synagogue in Europe, 
excepting that of the Portuguese congregation at Amster- 
dam. They have also several schools, and a good library ; 
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and form a distinct community, the immediate governors of 
which are forty elders of their own. 

Ferdinand and Isabella, after vanquishing the Moors, 
commanded all the Jews of Spain either to embrace Chris- 
tianity, or to leave the kingdom within four months. Eight 
hundred thousand, according to the Spanish accounts, — ac- 
cording to the Jews, a million, — preferred exile, and suf- 
ered inconceivably in their emigration. Some of them took 
refuge in Portugal, whence, however, with all other Jews, 
they were soon expelled. Hundreds of thousands in both 
countries submitted to baptism in preference to exile ; but in 
secret they still practised the rites of Judaism ; some carry- 
ing dissimulation so far as even to take orders in the Roman 
Catholic church, and to become judges of the Inquisition, 
which, it is well known, was originally established in Spain 
about this time, principally to deal with relapsing Jews and 
Moors, who had preferred an outward profession of Chris- 
tianity to banishment, and who were called " New Chris- 
tians." In Spain, the Jews have never since been openly 
tolerated. To Portugal they were readmitted by John the 
Sixth about the year 1817, because some Jews had imported 
large cargoes of corn during a scarcity ; and, at the request 
of the pope, they were allowed the same privileges that 
were accorded to them in the Roman States. Previously, in 
that kingdom, the name of Jew was so odious, that a law 
was passed, giving impunity to any one so called, who should 
slay the offender on the spot ; and there, as well as in Spain, 
the descendants of the "New Christians," who still are 
Jews at heart, maintain the deception ; though in Portugal, 
where some degree of liberty of conscience has for a few 
years been enjoyed, these will probably, it is said, soon re- 
turn to the synagogue. Most of the avowed Jews in that 
country, at present, are recent immigrants. No longer ago 
than 1827, a person was put to death in Spain for the heresy 
of Judaism. The dissemblers there, to make the deception 
complete, often affect unusual Christian zeal. If a Spanish 
dwelling superabounds with religious ornaments and utensils, 
there is good reason for believing the family to be dissembling 
Jews. 

Very ancient laws of Norway prohibited an Israelite's 
entering that country without a royal permit ; and this prohi- 
bition was made a part of the constitution of 1814, when 
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Norway, though remaining under a separate government, had 
been united to Sweden. In 1839, it was proposed in the 
Storthing (the legislature, or parliament) to annul this fun- 
damental law ; and, as the constitution requires, the matter 
was referred to the Storthing of 1842. The latter, by a 
committee, investigated the subject ; false representations of 
the state of the Jews in Holland were entirely contradicted 
by strong testimonies in their favor from the Dutch ministers 
of state, the president of the council of Amsterdam, and 
General Chasse ; the theological faculty, the courts of law, 
and many of the merchants approved of the change ; but 
the chambers of commerce generally opposed it ; and though 
the committee, with only one dissenting voice, reported in 
its favor, but fifty-one members out of ninety-two voted for 
it, — not the requisite majority of two thirds. Some, how- 
ever, who voted against it, have since felt compelled to pub- 
lish a statement, that they are not opposed to the admission 
of the Jews, but considered the bill useless, because it did 
not provide for liberty of worship ; and that they intended 
to introduce at the next session another bill more complete. 
The rank and power which many European Jews have 
acquired by their learning, or more frequently by their 
wealth, have been at times an important safeguard to their 
poor, despised countrymen. None can estimate the influ- 
ence, in this respect, of the Rothschilds, who, a few years 
ago, were five in number, with houses at London, Frank- 
fort, Paris, Vienna, and Berlin ; guiding the commercial, 
and sometimes almost the political, destinies of Europe ; 
" holding in their hands the purse-strings of the civilized 
world." One of the brothers was presented to the pope in 
1838 ; and his brethren in Rome profited by his presence to 
obtain permission to work at their trades. The pope not 
only granted this request, but also distributed alms among the 
poor Jews. Sir Moses Montefiori, a princely Israelite of 
London, was one of the deputation to the Turkish Sultan to 
obtain relief for the persecuted Jews of Damascus and 
Rhodes, and was the chief agent in procuring the firman al- 
ready mentioned. He profited by this occasion to visit Pal- 
estine, and manifested a lively interest in the condition of his 
brethren in that land. A Jewish banker of Antwerp, M. 
Cohen, has lately received a knighthood of the order of Is- 
abella from Spain ! 
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The Jews have nowhere preserved faithful genealogical 
records, but almost always have abundant traditions of their 
descent, which, of course, are unworthy of credit. Yet sup- 
posing that the twelve tribes are now generally amalgamated, 
some portions of the mass, taken separately, must be less 
mixed than others. There are, no doubt, among them, though 
the distinction cannot certainly be traced, not a few pure 
descendants of some tribes ; and none were so likely to 
keep themselves distinct as the tribe of Judah, claiming, as 
they did, preeminence. The Spanish and Portuguese Jews 
have always asserted a superiority in this respect ; some said, 
that they were of the united tribes of Judah and Benjamin, 
including the Levites ; others, that they were of pure de- 
scent from Judah ; and others, still more arrogantly, that they 
were of David's royal line. Since they probably came from 
Judea about the time of the destruction of Jerusalem, they 
may undoubtedly be considered among the purest represent- 
atives of the two tribes. The German and Polish Jews, 
who were reinforced from the East, in the tenth century and 
subsequently, are of more heterogeneous elements. The 
latter are denominated Ashkenazim, from Ashkenaz, grand- 
son of Japhet ;* the former, Sephardim, from Sepharad,f a 
name which the modern Jews have given to Spain. These 
are found interspersed with each other in most parts of the 
world ; but in general, it may be said, that the Sephardim 
belong to the different countries, European, Asiatic, and 
African, upon the Mediterranean sea. Thus, the forefathers 
of most of the present native Jews in Constantinople and 
Palestine came, as exiles, from Spain and Portugal, at the 
end of the fifteenth and the beginning of the sixteenth century. 
They have everywhere separate synagogues, and refuse in- 
termarriage with the Ashkenazim. If any of their number 
marries one of the inferior race, excommunication immedi- 
ately follows. Early in the present century, the daughter of 
a Portuguese Jewish physician, at Berlin, married a German 
Jew, and her family went into mourning for her, as for one 
dead. In this country, the same distinctions and pretensions 
are found, gradually wearing away, however, under the com- 
bined influences of Jewish neology and American democra- 
cy. " The Hebrew Portuguese Congregation " of Phila- 

* Genesis, x. 3. t Obadiah, 20. 
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delphia has already been mentioned in another connection ; 
this title itself indicates the still existing distinction. The 
Sephardim are generally more polished than the Ashkenazim ; 
and in Europe, for the most part, are superior to them also 
in moral and religious principle. Along the shores of the 
Mediterranean, they have a dialect of their own, originally 
Spanish, but now modified by Hebrew words, phrases, and 
idioms, and called Judseo- Spanish. The Jews of Russia 
and Poland are represented as the worst to be found in any 
country ; some would make them out to be little better than 
hordes of robbers ; this, however, is an exaggeration. Bad 
as they may be, it is believed they are superior in mor- 
als to their Gentile neighbours : " He lives like a Christian," 
is with them an accusation of the grossest immorality. 

As the Jews were anciently divided into several religious 
sects, — the Pharisees, the Sadducees, the Essenes, — so we 
find them distinguished at the present day. Their chief 
modern denominations, some of which represent the more 
ancient, are the Caraites, the Zabathaites, the Chasidim, the 
Rabbinists, or Talmudists, and the Reformed Jews. The 
Samaritans* are not to be classed among them, though 
akin to them in many respects. The main point of differ- 
ence between most of these sects, though not the only one, 
respects the Talmud. The Talmud — a word that means 
doctrine — is a voluminous work of two parts, — the JWishna, 
that is the second law, and the Gemara, or completion. The 
former, consisting of a divine interpretation of the writ- 
ten law, say the Talmudists, was given to Moses at the same 
time with that delivered on Mount Sinai, together with rules 
for its exegesis, all to be orally handed down ; and by him it 
was made known to the whole people, and specially com- 
mitted to his successors. These traditions were collected in 
the Mishna, a work ascribed to Judah Hannasi, — the Holy, 
as he is usually called, — about the middle of the second cen- 

* Mixed descendants of a remnant of the ten tribes left in their own land, 
and of the Assyrians colonized among them. 2 Kings, xvii. 24, &c. In 
Christ's time they had a temple on Mount Gerizim, which they held more sa- 
cred than Mount Zion and its temple. They receive only the Pentateuch, 
and perhaps the Books of Joshua and Judges, which are found among them ; 
but confidently wait for the Messiah, and observe the Mosaic laws more 
strictly than even the Jews. Wolff found fifty families of them at the foot of 
Gerizim, and they have also been met with in other parts of Palestine and 
in Egypt. 
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tury. Many glosses upon this text soon accumulated, which 
the Rabbi Jochanan, about the year 230, threw together in 
the form of a perpetual commentary upon it, entitled the 
Gemara ; and this, with the Mishna, is called the Jerusa- 
lem Talmud ; though sometimes the Mishna, and some- 
times the Gemara alone, is, by synecdoche, called the Tal- 
mud. About a century later, Ashi and Abhina, distinguish- 
ed Babylonian rabbins, compiled a much larger collection of 
opinions, which, with the Mishna, is styled the Babylonian 
Talmud, a work held in much higher esteem than the other, 
and generally understood when the Talmud, without further 
specification, is mentioned. It has commonly been pub- 
lished in twelve large folios. The other is comprised in a 
single folio. The Talmud has been justly described as 
" containing things frivolous and superstitious, impieties and 
blasphemies, absurdities and fables." As an example of all 
these in one, — God is represented as having contracted im- 
purity by the burial of Moses, and as washing in fire to 
cleanse himself. These traditions, many of them the same 
by which, in Christ's time, the Jews " made the command- 
ment of God of none effect," since then, in accumulated in- 
stances, have been used to destroy the force of the Old 
Testament Scriptures ; which, indeed, Rabbinists consider 
of very little importance. 

The Caraites are a most interesting, though a verysmal 1 
division of the Jews, said to number in all only about thirty 
thousand. They are found in isolated companies in several 
parts of Europe, Asia, and Africa, despised and hated by 
the great body of their nation. Unlike the other Jews, they 
have had fixed settlements, in undisturbed possession, as far 
back as they are known to authentic history. 

" One party of them," says Mr. Whyte, " has reposed some 
hundreds of years on the margin of a beautiful lake in Lithuania; 
for many centuries has another nestled in felt security on the 
mountain-rock of the Crimea ; while a third is said to have in- 
habited the desert of Hit, near the site of Babylon, from the time 
of Cyrus. The picturesque fortress of the Caraites in the Cri- 
mea, called the Jews' Castle, has been beautifully described by 
the celebrated traveller, Dr. Clarke, who tells us, that, in a sepul- 
chral grove on the mountain side, there stands a tombstone, 
bearing a Hebrew inscription, the date of which reaches back 
more than six hundred years." — p. 197. 
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Besides these, they have small companies in Persia, and 
at Damascus, Constantinople, and Cairo ; and the mission- 
ary Wolff reports, that he met with a few at Jerusalem. 
They relate, that their ancestors, during the Babylonish cap- 
tivity, were forced to make a stand for the paramount author- 
ity of the Scriptures, against an influx of new doctrines ; 
that they did not return to the Holy Land, but continued in 
the places of their exile ; whence, however, those portions 
of them now found in Europe and Africa must have emi- 
grated. There is much in their condition and character to 
corroborate this account ; which is consistent with a state- 
ment made by those in Russia to the Empress Catharine, — 
that their ancestors had taken no part in the crucifixion of 
Jesus ; whose divine mission nevertheless they deny, look- 
ing still, with the other Jews, for the Messiah's advent. They 
are distinguished for their pure morality, especially for their 
veracity, an uncommon virtue in the East ; and instead of 
being a by-word and a reproach, they are said to be every- 
where respected and well treated by their Gentile neighbours, 
as an industrious and hospitable race. They reject the Tal- 
mud altogether, adhering strictly to the Scriptures, and hence 
are called Cardites, that is Textualists, Scripturists, or 
Readers ; and they have given themselves the appellation of 
" Children of the Bible." Their Judaism is far purer than 
that of the Rabbinists, and not affected by the infidelity which 
prevails among more modern rejecters of the Talmud. They 
have sometimes been represented as Sadducees, of which 
sect, however, they exhibit no peculiarity, save the rejec- 
tion of tradition. The Sadducees have made little figure 
since the destruction of Jerusalem. As a sect they can 
hardly be said to exist ; though travellers sometimes speak 
of meeting a few of them ; and though infidelity in some 
respects like theirs has always existed, and in modern times 
has become exceedingly rife, among the Jews. 

The common expectation of a Messiah has given a wide 
scope for enthusiasm and fanaticism. About the year 1666, 
when the whole nation were looking for some remarkable 
event, there appeared in the East one of the most notable of 
the many, who, in different ages, have claimed to be Messiahs. 
Banished from Aleppo, his birth-place, and subsequently 
from Salonichi, this man, Zaba'thai Tzevi, travelled much, 
and then took up his residence at Smyrna. Great multitudes 
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followed him ; and when, to save his life, he professed the 
Mohammedan faith, though without renouncing his preten- 
sions to the Messiahship, many imitated his example. His 
followers, denominated Zabathaites, are still found at Saloni- 
chi, outwardly professing Islamism, but Jews at heart, — a 
separate community, all living in the same quarter of the 
city, and mingling with the Turks only at the mosques and in 
business. He had many adherents in Poland, Holland, 
England, and other parts of Europe, some of whose de- 
scendants are said still to revere his memory ; and would, 
perhaps, agree with a class of Jews, which the chief rabbi 
of Cairo told Dr. Wolff was numerous, and who, without 
being avowed followers of Tzevi, declare, when embarrassed 
by passages of Scripture which speak of a suffering Messiah, 
that they think Tzevi may have been he. Tzevi and some 
of his followers pretended to work miracles, and to have 
visions and prophetic raptures. 

In 1750, a Polish Jew named Frank, or Frenk, formed 
a new congregation in Podolia, sometimes called that of the 
Zoharites, after the much earlier admirers of the celebrated 
mystical book Zohar ; and these are improperly regarded by 
some persons as followers of Tzevi. These Frankists, as 
they are also denominated, were undoubtedly tainted with 
mysticism ; but their chief distinction seems to have been 
the rejection of the Talmud, which brought upon them the 
persecuting hate of the Rabbinists. Their faith, indeed, 
approximated to Christianity, which many of them embrac- 
ed. They were once numerous, and are still found in 
Hungary and Poland. 

The sect called at the present day Chasidim, the Holy, 
or Pious, who are not to be confounded with a party bear- 
ing the same name in the time of the Maccabees, date from 
about the year 1760 ; when, at Miedzyvorz in the Ukraine, 
a rabbi named Israel, taking the surname of Baalshem, 
" possessor of the name of God," by means of outward 
sanctity, and the pretended power of exorcism and working 
miracles, gained great multitudes of adherents. He obtain- 
ed -ten thousand followers within ten years, and before his 
death, which took place five years afterwards, forty thou- 
sand. The doctrines of the Chasidim are said to be of most 
pernicious tendency, promising the faithful absolution from the 
vilest enormities, and supernatural protection from the hostility 
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of all earthly powers ; and the sect has been reproached for 
every species of immorality and crime. Probably, however, 
these accounts are exaggerated ; and the Chasidim have 
doubtless improved since the age of their founder. Though 
they receive the traditions, they are at enmity with all other 
Jews ; and are especially bigoted in their hatred of Chris- 
tianity. Their number seems to have been increasing ever 
since Baalshem's day, and now to be very large. Dr. Jost, 
a Jew opposed to them, declares, nevertheless, that their 
religion is at present that of nine tenths of all the Jews in 
Galicia, South Hungary, Wallachia, and West and South 
Russia ; and of great numbers in Bohemia, Moravia, Mol- 
davia, and Poland. Their worship is marked by many ex- 
travagances ; they have been called " Jewish Jumpers." 
Working themselves into ecstasies, they laugh hysterically, 
clap their hands, and leap with frantic zeal about the syna- 
gogue, turning their faces and raising their clenched fists 
towards heaven, as if daring the Almighty to refuse their 
requests. 

Rabbinism is the Catholic faith, from which all these 
sects are, in modern phrase, dissenters. It is the lineal 
descendant of Pharisaism, and distinguished by its blind ad- 
herence to the Talmud. The estimation in which strict 
Rabbinists hold this book is unbounded. "He that has 
learned the Scripture, and not the Mishna," says the Ge- 
mara, "is a blockhead." Isaac, a distinguished rabbi, says, 
" Do not imagine that the written law is the foundation of 
our religion, which is really founded on the oral law." The 
Rabbinical doctrine is, " The Bible is like water, the 
Mishna like wine, and the Gemara like spiced wine." 
Some even say, that " to study the Bible is but a waste 
of time." For strict Rabbinism, a melancholy compound 
of superstition and fanaticism, we must look to Poland, 
Russia, Hungary, and Palestine, of which we speak, in de- 
scribing the system. In those countries, the Rabbinists, or 
Talmudists, discountenance as profane all other study than 
that of the Bible and Talmud, but are very careful to edu- 
cate their sons in their religious lore. The Talmud forbids 
teaching females more than their appropriate domestic arts. 
" Whoever instructs his daughter in the Bible is as if he in- 
structed her in abominations." But it is a disgrace, if boys 
are not taught to read the Hebrew Bible. The rich pro- 
31* 



358 The Modem Jews. [April, 

vide teachers for their own children, and either permit the 
poorer to share this provision, or aid them in obtaining mas- 
ters. So honorable is the office of teacher made, that a bare 
support is enough generally to secure a competent one. The 
ordinary method of instruction is very simple. The child, 
when four years old, is taught the Hebrew letters, and then to 
pronounce words, the meaning of which he afterwards learns 
from his tutor ; and thus proceeds, without grammar or dic- 
tionary, until he can translate the Pentateuch with tolerable 
ease. Then he begins at Genesis to study exegetically, sur- 
rendering his mind, however, entirely to the guidance of 
some Jewish commentator ; and, from first to last, never 
forming an independent judgment, but implicitly following 
tradition, and of course never detecting its gross perversions 
of the Bible. Some stop short of this commentary, with 
which others conclude their education ; while others still, 
whose parents can afford it, especially if they display quick- 
ness in study and fondness for it, pass onto the Talmud, — first 
the Mishna, then the Gemara, each with its rabbinical com- 
mentaries. As an evidence of the ardor sometimes mani- 
fested in these studies, and of complete devotion to them, 
we are told, that a traveller, some years ago, met three young 
educated rabbins, who " were born and lived to manhood 
in the middle of Poland, and yet knew not one word of its 
language." A Jewish youth, distinguished for proficiency in 
Talmudical learning, is anxiously sought in marriage for the 
daughters of wealthy parents ; who look not only at the cer- 
tain honor of such an alliance, but also at the chance, thus 
increased, of the Messiah's coming in their line. On the 
other hand, the Talmud designates by the name of " people 
of the land," equivalent to peasantry, those educated in the 
Bible alone, or not at all ; and represents them as an infe- 
rior class, fit only for servile labor, with whom others may 
not intermarry ; applying Deut. xxvii. 21, — "Cursed be he 
that lieth with any manner of beast." Indeed, the Talmud 
authorizes every species of oppression towards such, giving 
them the hope of heaven only if they submit. The Jewish 
" peasant" is a servant of servants, ground down by those 
who have learned, by being oppressed, the art of oppression. 
In Russia and Poland, where the Jews collect the govern- 
ment taxes among themselves, the rabbins make the peas- 
antry pay nearly the whole. This class, too, where the 
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Jews regulate the conscription, must furnish all the soldiers 
required. 

Some other characteristics of the strict Rabbinists may be 
briefly noticed. They are the lowest of the Jews in point 
of morals, and this is sufficiently accounted for by the gross 
immorality of many Talmudical precepts. On the great 
yearly Day of Jltonement, complete absolution from all past 
sins is pronounced, and from all religious vows, bonds, and 
oaths taken since the last preceding, and until the next, 
atonement. This latter absolution, contained in a prayer de- 
nominated col nidre, being supposed by Christians to ex- 
tend to all oaths and obligations, civil as well as religious, 
which the Jews deny, has caused them much trouble in some 
parts of Europe. The Talmud teaches, moreover, that no re- 
spect is due to a Gentile's, or an unlearned Jew's, rights of 
property ; and it accumulates other abominable doctrines, 
too numerous, and some of them too vile, to mention. In- 
deed, the modern Rabbinical Jews are generally, in practice, 
superior to the precepts of the Talmud. They believe in a 
purgatory, and pray for the souls of the dead ; they hold that 
all Hebrews will rise in the Holy Land, those dying else- 
where rolling painfully under ground until they reach that soil ; 
and that "all Israel hath part in eternal life." The dead 
buried in the Holy Land are expected to be the first to rise in 
the Messiah's day ; and so strong has been the desire of burial 
there, that in the seventeenth century large quantities of Jew- 
ish bones were yearly sent thither to be interred. Ship-loads 
of this melancholy freight might often be seen at Joppa. 
They believe that a council properly constituted is infallible, 
and practically, by their implicit confidence in the Talmud, 
they make the ancient rabbins their " fathers." They place 
a high estimate on the merits of good works, especially those 
of a ceremonial kind. Thus, .though the reading of the Bible 
is considered hardly a good act, and even as a positive waste 
of time, the act of taking out the Pentateuch from its deposi- 
tory in the synagogue, and the duty of standing on the left 
side of the reader, and of closing and removing the roll after 
service, are considered highly meritorious, and the privilege 
of performing them is often sold to the highest bidder. A 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land, much more to pass one's life 
there, is a superlative merit. They place great confidence 
in the supererogatory merits of their ancient saints, especially 
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of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, for the males, and of Sarah, 
Rebekah, and Leah, for females. They have daily morning 
and evening prayer in the synagogue ; and all the prayers for 
public and private devotion are prescribed, and in Hebrew ; 
for the Talmud affirms, that the angels who receive them un- 
derstand no other language. Women, servants, and chil- 
dren under twelve years of age, are not required to observe 
the hours of prayer. The Jews of the Holy Land are, 
perhaps, singular in praying to saints, and honoring and 
even worshipping relics. They never approach the sup- 
posed stones of the temple, some of which are much worn 
by kissing, without removing their shoes. Every spot where 
a saint is supposed to be buried is a place of prayer and pil- 
grimage. The Talmudists do not allow women to attend 
the synagogue, until they are married ; and then, in Poland, 
Russia, and the East, they occupy a separate apartment. 

Public worship among the Talmudical Jews is, for the 
most part, where the civil power has not interfered, very ir- 
reverent and disorderly. A missionary atBeyroot saw com- 
fits thrown among the -people in the synagogue, when particu- 
lar portions of the service were read, to show the sweetness of 
the law ! and the audience — some of the adults, and all the 
boys — tumbling over one another in the scramble for them 
on the floor. The Talmud declares, that, in observing the 
feast of Purim, " Every man must get so drunk, that he can- 
not distinguish between the phrases, Blessed be JVIordecai, 
and Cursed be Human.' 1 '' While the Talmud imposes many 
burdensome ceremonies in addition to the Mosaic institu- 
tions, it also furnishes multiplied expedients for lightening 
the latter ; and a fertile ingenuity, newly exercised for each 
emergency, or perpetuated in legendary rules, has extended 
the dispensation to every desirable point. Stephens, in his 
travels in the Holy Land, lodged with a Jew, who would not 
suffer a lamp, lighted the day before, to be extinguished on 
the Sabbath ; but " described an admirable contrivance he 
had invented for reconciling appetite with duty ; — an oven, 
heated the night before to such a degree, that the process of 
cooking was continued during the night, and the dishes were 
ready when wanted on the Sabbath." Yet even the Tal- 
mudical Jews are generally superior in morals to their Chris- 
tian neighbours, especially in the point of female purity. 
No wonder they hate the' New Testament, reading it only 
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through the profligate and intolerant conduct of their perse- 
cutors. 

Hospitality and alms-giving to their brethren are sacred du- 
ties among all the Jews. A large majority of those in Pales- 
tine are paupers, and, for their support, contributions, aver- 
aging fourteen thousand dollars a year, are made in different 
parts of Europe, deposited at Amsterdam, and thence trans- 
mitted to Beyroot. Jerusalem, Hebron, Tiberias, and Sa- 
phet are holy cities in Jewish esteem, and in all the Italian 
synagogues money-boxes are kept, marked, " For Jerusa- 
lem," " For Saphet," &c. The largest collections are in 
Amsterdam. Leghorn sends about four thousand dollars. 
But the poor unlearned Jews of Palestine are greatly op- 
pressed by the rabbins, and generally defrauded, wholly or in 
part, of their share in these charities. When the Hebrew 
quarter at Smyrna was destroyed by fire, in 1841, Mr. 
Rothschild, of Vienna, gave 20,000 francs for the sufferers. 
He and his brothers have lately offered 100,000 francs for 
founding a Jewish hospital at Jerusalem. Sir Moses Mon- 
tefiori, during his late visit to Palestine, contributed munifi- 
cently to the wants of his poor brethren there. 

We might confidently look for reformers under such a 
system as Rabbinism ; and, even without the name of refor- 
mation, for wide departures from the Talmud, either towards 
the " old paths," or to infidelity. The man who in modern 
times exerted the most commanding influence on Judaism 
was Moses Mendelssohn. He was born at Dessau, in 1729, 
was carefully educated in the Bible and Talmud, but was 
thrown upon Hebrew charity in Berlin, at the age of thir- 
teen. Following the bent of his own genius, and stimulated 
by various associations, he left the dreary paths of tradition, 
to pursue the intricate but flowery ways of Gentile philoso- 
phy. He even improved the German language, in which he 
wrote with great taste. The influence of his works and his 
example was soon manifest. An enthusiasm for German 
literature and science was awakened among the Jewish 
people, when they beheld their kinsman ranking with the 
first scholars of the age. " Parents wished to see their 
children like Mendelssohn. Rashi and Kimchi, the Shul- 
chan, Aruch, and Josaphoth, were laid on the shelf. Schil- 
ler and Wieland, Wolff and Kant, were the favorite books 
of the holy nation." Mendelsshon was very strict in Tal- 
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mudical observances, and did not in his works directly oppose 
them ; yet he certainly intended to undermine Rabbinism, 
and covertly labored to obliterate superstitions and preju- 
dices, and to render his religion consistent with free inter- 
course between Jew and Gentile, and with the palpable 
benefits of modern progress in letters and refinement in 
manners. After all, he was probably at best but a deist ; 
and he certainly lacked that directness, candor, and earnest- 
ness of purpose, which true-hearted reformers have usually 
manifested. Christians must deny to Judaism that vitality 
which is essential to its maintenance upon the true basis even 
of a pure pre-Messianic creed. As a system, though not in- 
deed strictly in each individual, it must ever oscillate between 
Rabbinism, or the like, and rationalism, — finding no stable, 
middle, spiritual ground. 

Mendelssohn died in 1786 ; but others arose to carry out 
his innovations. A Jewish literary and philosophical society 
was formed at Konigsberg, in 1783, which supported the 
first Jewish periodical ever published, — a journal devoted to 
the cause of reform. The "new light" rapidly spread ; and 
now Mendelssohnism, in different varieties, inclined more or 
less to the Talmud, or to infidelity, is the religion of a great 
majority of the Jews in all Europe west of Poland, into 
which country itself, especially Austrian Poland, the revo- 
lution has in some degree extended. The " Jews of the 
New Temple," or " Rational " or " Reformed Jews," as 
they are called, where their numbers have not secured peace- 
able ascendency, have generally seceded from the Talmud- 
ists ; who, on their own part, where the so-called reforma- 
tion has made good progress, adhere to the Talmud scarcely 
even in name. 

The creed of the new sect has never appeared in an au- 
thoritative shape, but may be gathered from their writings 
and practices. The believers in it agree, that the Jews are 
no longer a chosen people, in the sense hitherto commonly 
received. They reject the Talmud, professing to receive 
the Hebrew Scriptures as the true basis of religious belief, 
and as a divine revelation ; though after explaining away 
their inspiration, and the miracles recorded in them, on ra- 
tionalistic principles. Regarding the Mosaic institutions as 
never abrogated, they consider, however, that most of their 
requirements are applicable only to a state of national estab- 
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lishment in Palestine ; and therefore hold, that, until the un- 
known period of the Messiah's advent, and Israel's restora- 
tion, such laws only are to be observed as are necessary to 
preserve the essence of religion, or useful to form pious 
ecclesiastical communities, and which do not interfere with 
Gentile governments, with any of the existing relations of 
life, or with intellectual culture. The synagogue service has 
been remodelled ; and the modern languages have been gen- 
erally substituted for the Hebrew. A weekly lecture has 
taken the place of the semi-annual sermons of the Rabbin- 
ists. Contrary to the precept of the Talmud, instrumental 
music is introduced into public worship. " The question of 
organ or no organ," says a late journal devoted to the Jews, 
" divides Judaism on both sides of the Atlantic." 

Before long, the latitudinarian views of the leaders in this 
movement clearly discovered themselves ; and there was a 
temporary reaction in favor of Rabbinism, to which the more 
devout among their converts receded. Yet the new system 
has signally prevailed and flourished. It is in France, per- 
haps, that the Jews have thrown off most completely the 
trammels of Judaism, — indeed, of all religion. They now 
style themselves French Israelites, or Israelitish Frenchmen, 
according to the doctrine of Napoleon's Sanhedrim ; and 
seem anxious to amalgamate themselves more and more 
with the nation at large. Most of their leaders are infidels, 
undisguisedly aiming to obliterate all the common notions 
about a Messiah, as utterly superstitious ; referring the proph- 
ecies of his advent — which they still nominally treat as 
prophecies — to the political emancipation of the Jews in 
the various lands of their sojourn. " The Regeneration," a 
journal published at Paris by some of their most learned and 
influential men, has represented the French Revolution as 
the coming of the Messiah, bringing, first, judgment, then, lib- 
erty and peace* The grand rabbi of Metz, a few years ago, 
in addressing the Jews of his district, spoke thus : — 

" God has permitted different religions, according to the differ- 
ent necessities of men, in the same way as he has created dif- 
ferent plants, different animals, and men of different characters, 
genius, constitutions, physiognomies, and colors. Consequently, 
all religions are salutary for those who are born in these reli- 
gions ; consequently, we must respect all religions. All men, 
without distinction of religion, will be partakers of eternal beati- 
tude, provided they have practised virtue in this life." 
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On the 1 2th of June last, a voluntary Jewish synod met 
at Brunswick, composed of twenty-five eminent rabbins, from 
various parts of the continent. It was the first of a proposed 
succession of annual synods, to deliberate on Jewish affairs. 
They sat eight days, passed various resolutions proposing 
important changes, and declared their concurrence in all the 
decisions of Napoleon's Sanhedrim. The Jews of Eng- 
land, though visibly influenced by residence in so enlightened 
a kingdom, were all nominally Rabbinists, until, within the 
last four or five years, a reforming party seceded in London ; 
whence their principles and denomination — " British Jews " 
— have since gradually spread. Even among those who re- 
mained, great difference of opinion prevails as to Talmudical 
observances. Both there and in this country, the Portu- 
guese Jews seem most active in the work of revolution. 
The tide of Jewish emigration to the United States is rapidly 
swelling ; and as it comes from many lands, it exhibits a 
variety of hue. But the voluntary emigrant is ever and 
characteristically a lover of change ; and here the Talmud 
has little sway, and that rapidly declining. Mr. Leeser 
represents the Bible alone as the basis of the Jewish faith ; 
and in the whole article already referred to, does not so much 
as mention the Talmud. He edits, at Philadelphia, " The 
Occident and American Jewish Advocate," the first Jewish 
periodical established in this country. Soon after its estab- 
lishment, " The Israelite," a weekly German paper, devoted 
to the same cause, and also published in Philadelphia, was 
announced ; whether this still survives, we know not. Mr. 
Leeser expects a literal Messiah, — not God, or a son of 
God, but a mere man, eminently endowed, like Moses, to 
accomplish all that is foretold of him. He protests against 
some of the decisions of the late Brunswick synod, particu- 
larly the one reaffirming the dictum of the French Sanhe- 
drim, that Jews might intermarry with Gentiles. He has 
long had in his congregation a Sabbath school, or a school 
for religious instruction, held, not on the seventh day, but on 
the Christian Sabbath, which Christian observance makes 
necessarily a day of convenient leisure for the purpose. 

Among the stricter Jews, all over the world, the expecta- 
tion of Messiah's advent is becoming more and more anx- 
ious. They not unfrequently talk, though without serious 
purpose, of embracing Christianity, should he not appear 
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within a certain time. Migration to the Holy Land is visibly 
increasing. Multitudes from all parts of the world would 
hasten thither, could they become possessors of the dear 
soil, and enjoy reasonable protection. Mr. Noah proposes, 
that Christian societies and governments interested in the 
welfare of the Jews should exert their influence to procure 
these advantages for them in their native land of promise. 
The suggestion deserves notice. 

Of modern efforts for the conversion of Israel to Chris- 
tianity we can speak but briefly. The chief extraordinary 
obstacles which have hitherto opposed such efforts have 
been, a bigotry which treated the bare thought of investigat- 
ing Christianity as a heinous sin, and which was ever pre- 
pared to stifle free inquiry by persecution ; the character 
of Talmudical education, which disqualified the pupil for 
independent judgment ; and accumulated prejudices against 
a religion too often exemplified only by profligate persecu- 
tors. But all these obstacles are gradually sinking away ; 
nor does growing infidelity appear so formidable as the su- 
perstition and fanaticism which have given place to it. More- 
over, the spirit of inquiry, and the dissensions kindled by 
the progress of the revolution which Mendelssohn com- 
menced, are favorable to Christian effort. We shall speak 
only of what Protestants have done. 

" There occurs still," says Mr. Whyte, " the annual exhibition 
of a Jew baptized at Rome ; which ceremony I was privileged 
lately to witness. It took place in one of the most splendid 
churches, called St. John Lateran ; the office was performed by 
a bishop ; the convert put off the Jewish profession only for a 
time, and that, too, for a bribe ; and, as I was informed by a 
Roman Catholic on the spot, the same individual had been known 
to come forward year after year, and to have been baptized sev- 
eral times."— p. 238. 

The first systematic efforts, on right principles, tor the 
conversion of the Jews, after the Reformation, began with 
the establishment of the Callenberg Institute, at Halle, in 
1728. This institution owed its origin to the pious zeal of 
Dr. Francke, and his pupil, Dr. Callenberg, though the 
former died before its formation. The Moravians seconded 
this enterprise, and of themselves, also, about the same time, 
sent missionaries to the Jews. The celebrated Schultze, 
who travelled much over Europe, Asia, and Africa,, was 
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sent out by the Callenberg Institute ; which also published 
parts of the New Testament, and various tracts, in Hebrew 
and Arabic. It flourished about sixty years ; then declined 
with the declining piety of its supporters, and soon came to 
an end. In 1809, there was established at London " The 
Society for promoting Christianity among the Jews " ; and 
since, several auxiliary and independent associations have 
been formed for the same purpose in other parts of Great 
Britain. On the continent, similar societies exist at Basle, 
Frankfort-on-the-Main, Berlin, Posen, and Breslau. The 
London institution is connected with the church of Eng- 
land. Its receipts for the year ending May, 1844, were 
£ 24,325. It employs seventy missionaries — thirty-six 
of them converted Jews — at twenty-seven stations in 
Great Britain, and in various parts of continental Europe 
and the East ; and it maintains in London a Hebrew col- 
lege, two schools, and, as a place of employment and in- 
struction for converts, the " Jewish Converts' Operative 
Institution " ; also, eight schools in the duchy of Posen. 
The missionaries of this society have made many converts ; 
three hundred and seventy-five baptisms are recorded in the 
London Jews' chapel, a good proportion of them being of 
adult proselytes. Their most interesting field of labor is the 
Holy Land ; they have stations at Jerusalem, Hebron, Ti- 
berias, and Saphet. In November, 1841, the Rev. Michael 
Solomon Alexander, a converted Jew, was consecrated 
" Bishop of the united Church of England and Ireland to 
reside at Jerusalem," with jurisdiction over Palestine, and, 
for the present, over the rest of Syria, with Chaldea, Egypt, 
and Abyssinia. He entered his diocese in January, 1842. 
This appointment had been proposed by the king of Prussia, 
by a special ambassador to Queen Victoria, and a particular 
communication to the archbishop of Canterbury, with a view 
not only to the conversion of the Jews, but to the spiritual 
benefit of his own subjects in Palestine ; and he sub- 
scribed £ 15,000, as half of the endowment of the new see, 
the annual stipend of which is fixed at £ 1,200. The 
London society added £ 3,000. The bishop is to be nom- 
inated alternately by the crowns of England and Prussia ; 
the archbishop of Canterbury, however, who is the me- 
tropolitan, having an absolute veto on the Prussian nomi- 
nation. Before the bishop's arrival, there had been an 
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Episcopal chapel erected on Mount Zion. He laid the cor- 
ner-stone of a new church in February, 1842, but great op- 
position has been made to its completion. Last year, how- 
ever, a firman authorizing it was obtained from the Porte by 
the British ambassador. 

In 1838, the General Assembly of the church of Scot- 
land projected a mission to the Jews, and sent abroad four 
ministers on a tour of inquiry. They set out in April, 1839, 
and were absent about seven months ; in which time they 
traversed parts of France, Italy, Malta, Egypt, Palestine, 
Syria, Asia Minor, Wallachia, Moldavia, Hungary, Poland, 
and Prussia. The " Narrative of a Mission of Inquiry " is 
a highly interesting record of their travels. Since their re- 
turn, missions have been established at Pesth, in Hungary, 
Jassy, the capital of Moldavia, Damascus, and Constanti- 
nople. Upon the disruption of the Scottish church, all the 
missionaries which she had sent out adhered to the seceding 
body, or the free church ; with which the Irish Presbyte- 
rian church and the English Presbyterian synod have since 
zealously cooperated in their efforts for the Jews. At Pesth, 
especially, they have met with success perhaps unparalleled 
in the history of modern Jewish missions. At Jassy, too, 
where the prospect for a while seemed dark, a remarkable 
movement in favor of Christianity has commenced. 

Dr. Tholuck has said, that more real converts have been 
made from Judaism within the last quarter of a century than 
altogether previously, since the primitive ages of the Church. 
In Berlin alone, there are reported to be one thousand con- 
verted Israelites ; and twenty-two hundred have embraced 
Christianity in the Prussian dominions within eighteen years. 
Many of the most eminent scholars and professors in Europe 
are converted Jews. Nearly half a score of them occupy 
chairs in the University of Berlin, and among them are the 
celebrated Neander and Benary. Five are professors and 
two are lecturers in the University of Breslau ; five are pro- 
fessors in that of Halle ; and after we have named, in addi- 
tion, Wehl, Arabic professor at Heidelberg, and Dr. Stahl, 
of Erlangen, an uncounted number still remain in Germany 
alone. 

But one foreign missionary to the Jews belongs to this 
country, — Mr. Schauffler, sent to Constantinople by the 
American Board of Missions, in 1831, to be supported by a 
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"Ladies' Jews' Society," of Boston. "The American 
Society for meliorating the Condition of the Jews," by 
which " The Jewish Chronicle," at first a newspaper, now 
a magazine, is published monthly, was incorporated by the 
legislature of New York, in 1821, though it had previously 
existed for about five years, under another name, as " The 
American Society for evangelizing the Jews." In 1827, 
they purchased a farm at New Paltz, Ulster county, in that 
State, as an asylum for converted Jewish emigrants from 
Europe ; but they accomplished little, and sold the farm in 
1835, and languished until 1841, when a new impulse was 
received. They now employ an active missionary in the city 
of New York, and a travelling agent ; and they have invited 
Mr. John Neander, of Cassel, in Germany, to labor, under 
their direction, as a missionary among the Jews of this coun- 
try. Several societies, auxiliary to this, have been formed 
in the United States, especially in New England ; and in the 
summer of 1843, there was established, at Philadelphia, 
" The Pennsylvania Society for evangelizing the Jews," 
for missionary operations in that State. American evange- 
lists in foreign lands are often able to devote some effort to 
the sons of Israel, who are found everywhere. Yet it must 
be confessed, that the church of this country has done little, 
far too little, for this most interesting and important object. 
But even the unprecedented multiplication of late, here as 
well as in Great Britain, of popular works respecting the 
Jews, manifests, what is otherwise also clearly indicated, the 
dawn of a brighter day for the exiled daughter of Zion. 
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To write a good history or a good biography is no easy 
thing. He who undertakes to give an account of the trans- 
actions of the past has need of physical, moral, and mental 



